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Christ in the World! Is pub-
lished six times a year.  Sub-
missions are welcome. 
Editor:  Karen Woods, OPL 

                            2619 E. Orange 
                            Tempe, AZ 85281 
480-833-8599;  480-833-0994 (fax) 
kwoodsopl@juno.com  
OR ciw@juno.com 

· AVAILABLE ON THE WEB: 
          HTTP://LAYDOMINICANSWEST.
                 ORG   and at 
          WWW.DOMLIFE.ORG 
· Subscription: free to members of  

Western Province chapters or to 
others in exchange for newslet-
ters;  

· a donation of $3.00 per year for 
the email edition is appreciated or  

· $8.00 per year via postal service 
for all others.  
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New Voices for  the Millennium: The Dominican Family in Mission Together  
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 � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �
�� � Ellen A. Lohmier, life profession; 
Jose Ceballos, Remedios Fluentes 
Aventino, Maria Conchita L Morente, 
first profession; Rosita P. Dizon, 
Teresita T. Carter, Manuela V. Jabat, 
Roger Vignocchi, Graciela Quiroga 
Rojas, Ronald V. Rojas, Jr, received  
April 26 (St. Dominic Chapter)  and in 
a joint ceremony:    
�� � Denise Harvey, Michael Harvey 
and Jose Martinez, Life Professed;    
Ernan Quito, received, April 26, 
(Queen of Angels Chapter); 
     Barbara Pommier, first profession, 
April 17, (Holy Rosary Chapter);  
 

� � � 
 � � � � � �
�� � Visalia Group:  Jerry DeMelo, mod-
erator; Vickie Ornellas, secretary; 
Dave Cooper, treasurer;�
�� � San Martin de Porres Chapter:   
Erik Pytlak, moderator; Gail Gibbons, 
assistant moderator; and Juliette 
Moore, councillor;  
     St. Joseph Chapter:  Gloria 
Walker, moderator: Mary Sager, asst. 
moderator;  Dionysus Flora, forma-
tion director; 
     Southern Dominican Province:
Bruce Trigo Provincial Moderator 
(reelected); J. Scott Farris Provincial 
Vice -Moderator; William Malloy, Pro-
vincial Treasurer (reelected); Theresa 
Alvarez Provincial Secretary. 
�� � �

	 
 � � � � � � � � � �
�� � If you would like to 
communicate with fr Tom 
Kraft and/or drop him a 
note, connect online: 
http://www.caringbridge.

org/visit/frtomkraftop.  You can send 
messages of encouragement to him 
and read his journal messages to us. 
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    Available now: the Spring 2008 is-
sue of The Parable: Dominican Theo-
logical Reflections for the 21st Cen-
tury ! 
    This publication seeks to create 
space in which Dominicans from differ-
ent parts of the Family can engage in 
thoughtful, meaningful, and respectful 
conversations about significant issues 
and ideas to further the preaching mis-
sion. It is particularly useful for group 
reflection. 
    The Spring 2008 Theme: Domini-
can Spirituality & Justice: 
Editors: Patricia Walter, OP and Mark 
Wedig, OP 
Lead Article: John Allard, OP 
Artwork: Thoma Swanson, OP 
Excerpt: "...Social justice and spiritual-
ity [are] intersecting replies to a need 
that lies deep within us: the need for 
our human hearts, individually and col-
lectively, to be alive."  
    Copies of The Parable are $6 each, 
or $5 each when you order 10 or more. 
Shipping and handling charges will be 
added. Order your copy today by call-
ing our office (708.366.1730) or visiting 
our website www.parableconference.
org. 
 
Parable Conference 
Dominican Life & Mission 
816 Marengo Ave - 3rd Floor 
Forest Park, IL 60130 
708-366-1730 
www.parableconference.org 
info@parableconference.org  
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The Dominican Laity InterProvincial Council (DLIPC) gathered in Plymouth, MI, April 10-13 for their biannual 
meeting.  The Council members present included (standing, above, left to right) Dominic Luyen Truong, 
President, Vietnamese Vicariate (No. California region); Arvin Gallanosa, Delegate, Eastern Province; 
Dorothy Murphy, President, Eastern Province; Cathy Neugebauer, Delegate, Canadian Province; Teresa 
Lippingwell, President, Canadian Province; Doris Stukes, North American Delegate to the international 
council of Lay Dominicans;  Bruce Trigo, President, Southern Province; fr David Kammler, Promoter Gen-
eral of Dominican Laity and member of the Curia; Karen Woods, President, Western Province; Gary Sims, 
Delegate, Western Province; fr Joseph Tran, Promoter, Lay Dominicans of the Vietnamese Vicariate; 
(seated, above, left to right) fr John Lydon, Provincial Promoter, Southern Province; Norman Lauren-
deau, Delegate, Central Province; Scott Farris, Delegate, Southern Province; fr Jim Motl, Provincial Pro-
moter, Central Province; Ruth Kummer, President, Central Province.  Cynthia Ricard (taking the picture) 

served as recording secretary. 
 
The DLIPC meets every eighteen months to share concerns, to review pro-
cedures and documents with a view to some measure of uniformity, and to 
formulate recommendations to the international council. 
 
During the opening session, guest sr Dustyne Farnan spoke to the group 
of the North American Justice Agenda.  She shared the brochure produced 
by the promoters of Justice, Peace, and Care of Creation and invited com-
ments.  A lively discussion ensued in which several suggestions were made 
about the priorities reflected in the presentation of the issues. 
 
Primary on the agenda at this meeting was review of a new translation of 

The Rule to reach agreement among the member provinces that a common text would be uniformly used in 
the USA and Canada.  The delegates worked on the wording of the translation, referring to the original Latin 
in order to remain faithful to it, and delivered to the plenary a proposed version of the translation that might 
be acceptable to all.  That document would subsequently be reviewed by all DLIPC members after adjourn-
ment and comments returned to Alvin Gallanosa for final determination.  After that, the new translation will 

Translation committee at work 
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be submitted to 
the provincial 
councils for adop-
tion by each prov-
ince.   
Other discussions 
revolved around 
the mobility of Lay 
Dominicans, both 
within and among 
the provinces.  
Agreement was 

reached in general to provide relocating or itinerant 
Lay Dominicans with a letter of introduction in order 
to ease their transitions.   Formation practices were 
another topic, along with matters of finance.   
 
The next meeting of the DLIPC will be October 1-4, 
2009 in Mississauga, Ontario, Canada. 
 

� � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�

     The Western Dominican Province’s Executive 
Committee of the Lay Provincial Council met in San 
Diego, CA, from April 19-20.  Hosted by Provincial 
Promoter, fr Vincent Serpa, the officers met primarily 
to plan the agenda for June’s Lay Provincial Council 
meeting.  Other business was to review the content 
of the DLIPC meeting, the tax exemption and non-

profit status of the chapters of the province, the 
treasury, and the final reading of the Particular Di-
rectory revision.   The officers also discussed the 
provincial lay promoters.  Maryanne Thacker and 
Joyce Calagos have both suggested that they stand 
down this year.  The officers decided to try  to find 
replacements from among the LPC Reps, whom 
Karen will poll to find the level of interest.  Tony Ga-
lati will retain the position of promoter of preaching.  
The promoters, as non-statutory positions, are ap-
pointed by the Executive Committee. 
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 � � � � �
� � � � � �

    Over 500 Dominicans (Sisters and their congre-
gational associates) converged on Chicago for the 
third Federation Convocation and the sixth meeting 
of Voices of Hope, the companion organization of 
Dominican associates. The theme, Fire the Vision, 
launched a series of excellent presentations explor-
ing multiple dimensions of the preaching charism. 
The meeting was held April 24-28. 
    Mary Ann Wiesemann-Mills, OP (Akron) laid out 
the meeting’s overarching theme with two presenta-
tions that opened up the historic, ecclesial and Do-
minican framework in which we are engaged. Her 
perspective offered the challenge of being prophetic 
in a world that resists the truth and called the group 
to deepen their ownership of the call to preach the 
Truth. “Chaos is a time of grace,” she said in de-
scribing the present transitional time. Mary Ann said 
that the changes we experience are sometimes cha-
otic and can dissipate energy. At the same time, our 
expanding sense of the extent of the Dominican 
Family and our sense of belonging to it, has gener-
ated energy for mission and has deepened our col-
lective Dominican identity. 
    Her presentations included active participation 
from the audience and spontaneous reflections from 
both sisters and associates. 

     from www.domlife.org 
To read more:  http://www.domlife.org/2008Stories/

FederationConvocation.html 
     
 
 
 
 

Conferring at break time 

LPC officers, clockwise from left:  Tony Galati, 
Vice President; fr Vincent Serpa, Provincial 
Promoter; Karen Woods, President; Steve 
Cain, Treasurer; Mary Halvorson, Secretary.  
DLIPC Delegate Gary Sims is taking the 
picture. 
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Karen Woods, OPL 
 
           This issue of CIW! contains some “lasts” — 
JPCC promoter Joyce Calagos’ last article on justice 
and peace issues; Maryanne Thacker’s last article 
on formation, and my last Prez’ Pen column. 
      What can I say about Joyce’s and Maryanne’s 
contributions as promoters?  There is so much!  
But, certainly, on your behalf, one thing is THANK YOU! 
Both have given us of their boundless energies and wis-
dom toward fulfilling their commitments to us.  Both have 
been intimately involved in their domains and set the  
example for us all.   
      Joyce has been extraordinary in her participation be-
yond the computer:  she has participated in walks and 
demonstrations; she has participated in the national 
JPCC commission, including meetings; she has brought 
to us the messages of the national and international Do-
minican commissions; she has personally kept up with 
developing issues.  She overflows with zeal, spilling over 
us her love of people, her compassion, her enthusiasm. 
You, Joyce, have been a good and faithful servant of jus-
tice, peace, and care of creation, and we are so very 
grateful for the blessing you have been. 
      Maryanne is personally deeply committed to the cru-
cial issue of our formation as Dominicans.  She has 
brought to us both inspiration and practical assistance in 
improving our chapter formation programs.   Her wisdom 
and insight have been at the service of many of the chap-
ters, all who have taken advantage of her gifts.  She has 
invested a great deal of time and energy, not to mention 
dollars out of her own pocket at times, to provide 
“goodies” for the formation directors in our chapters, arti-
cles and handouts that support their jobs.  She leaves us 
with the beginnings of a resource guide for ongoing for-
mation, a document meant to develop and grow from now 
on.  You, too, Maryanne, have been a good and faithful 
servant of formation, and we are so very grateful for the 
blessing you have been. 
    This June’s LPC meeting will include the election of a 
new president, and so this space will be written by some-
one else when the September-October issue comes 
around.  In the July-August issue, I’ll use this space to in-
troduce your new president to you.  Since publishing 
Christ in the World! has been my joy and my job since 
1993, unless the new council decides it’s time for a 
change, I expect to continue, and so I won’t be exactly 
disappearing.  Being your president for the past six years 
has been a mixed bag of great joy — especially in the op-
portunity to meet you in person — and frustration and sor-
row when things didn’t go right.  Being in leadership 
opens one to misunderstanding and pain at times, but I’d 
have to say that for the most part, I’ve suffered very little!  
Instead, I’ve enjoyed the little bit I could do for you and 
I’m very grateful for the trust that, by and large, you have 
invested in me.  Let us pray for one another! 

� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � 
 
 � �
Fr Vincent Serpa, OP 

     
    Upon looking at the resolutions of the  
recent International Congress of Lay Domini-
can Fraternities in Buenos Aires, my eyes were 
drawn to the commission on prayer and 

preaching.  The first resolution deals with contem-
plative prayer and how to recover the relationship 
between active and contemplative life.  So it would 
seem that the commission assumes that we have 
lost this.  It then proposed, first of all, to create a 
team in order to study and teach meditation and 
contemplative prayer according to the Dominican 
tradition. 
     But true contemplative prayer is not something 
we can initiate, let alone teach.  We can dispose 
ourselves to being open to the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit.  But only God can initiate true contemplative 
prayer within us.   
     Yet what is needed is not really all that compli-
cated or beyond us.  St. Dominic has shown us the 
way very simply.  Daily reflecting on the crucified 
Savior and allowing ourselves to get caught up in the 
truth of His self-oblation on our behalf is all we really 
need.  The contemplative and active dimensions of 
our life will follow quite inevitably. 
     As I have mentioned here before, His self-
oblation is His greatest self-revelation.  On the cross 
He revealed to us more about God than is revealed 
anywhere else in Scripture.  His passion is His link 
with us.  It is in His passion that we learn who we are 
and the opportunities He gives us to be united with 
Him and to call others to such union.  This brought 
St. Dominic to tears whenever he thought about it.  It 
also brought him to pray, “Oh my Mercy, what will 
become of sinners?”  It is from this life-long dynamic 
of his that God fashioned the Order of Preachers. 
     Recall that St. Dominic did not initially intend to 
found an order.  He only gradually learned of God’s 
plan for him and his life.  As he grew closer to his 
crucified Savior, the Lord’s plans for him took form.   
As with him, so with us!  Responding to the Lord’s 
passion must be the very center of our lives if we are 
to be faithful to our Dominican vocation.  In fact, it IS 
our Dominican vocation.  Nothing can matter more.  
All we need is time with the crucified One and He will 
teach us all we have to know. 
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For the repose of the souls of 
      Hugh Malone, husband of Lustre 
Malone, OPL (St. Mary Magdalene 
Chapter). May 8; 
      Robert LeBeau, father of Maryanne 
Thacker, OPL (St. Mary Magdalene 
Chapter and Promoter of Formation), 

April 19; 
       Al Batiste, moderator from 1976 to 1982, on April 18 
(Holy Rosary Chapter); 
      Sheila Darby, Inquirer (Holy Rosary Chapter), 
around April 15; 
       Vicente Valenzuela, brother-in-law of Santos Vega, OPL 
(St. Mary Magdalene Chapter), March 15; 
       James Kibbe, husband of Concie Kibbe, OPL (St. 
Dominic Chapter), March 10; 

� � � �� � � � �� � 	 � �
� �� � � 
 � ����� � � � �
For all those who mourn, especially the families of the 
       above;   
For the victims of natural disasters, including those in  Peru 
       and Mexico; 
For relief of hunger in our world, especially in Africa; 
For a peaceful solution to international hostilities, and for our 
       service men and women in the Middle East;; 
For those who are ill among our brothers and sisters; 
For those recommended by the chapters: 
Bl Margaret of Castello Chapter:   Ruth Robertson, the  
       Robertson's son and his family; the Galindo family; Paul 
       O'Leary, OPL, who has been sent to Afghanistan for a 
       year; Anita Moore; Kathleen Schuck; Will Gross, son of 
       Mark Gross; Abraham, son of Phil & Sandra Ferguson; 
       the other children of our members; 
Corpus Christi Chapter:     Tess and Pablo Tempra, Hal 
       Tanforan;  Patty Ghilarducci; Sr. Mary Assumpta, Nov-
       ice Directress (leukemia),  
Holy Rosary Chapter:  Dorothy Krikstanas; Sue King’ s 
       mother, Leonie Everett; Margaret Fuleki's 2 grandchil-
       dren, Michael and Christina Hayes and their parents; 
       Mary Gedeon's sister, Dolores Pence; Cecilia Hoesly's 
       sister-in-law, Sue Hoesly;  
Our Lady of the Mountain Chapter:  Yvonne Shaw ; 
San Martín de Porres Chapter:  Kay McCarthy, Don Nagy, 
       Barbara Lynch,  Zora Godfrey; Mary Catherine 
     Romer; Marcie Winn;  Dennis Higgins Haid.   
St. Albert Chapter:  Pam Stafford; Dieter Biers; Bernie 
       Calagos, mother of Joyce, OPL; Amy Estrada’s mother; 
       Ed Joseph; Mary Rudge’s son; 
St. Joseph Chapter:   Jon Eivers, husband of Lucia Eivers ; 
       (thanksgiving  Alene Marie Wilhelmi; Julie Cote; 

St. Mary Magdalene Chapter:  Michael Lieske; Prima Bas-
      sen;  Bud Pokora, father of Syndee; Paulette Schroeder 
      and family; Rebecca, daughter of Christina Escalante; 
      George Warner, father of Margaret Warner; Kathleen 
      Rhody, mother of Kathy Rhody; Lustre Malone;  
St. Monica Chapter:  Jane Mangan and family; 
Our brothers:  frs Tom Kraft, Bede Wilks, Mark Gorski;  
      Finbarr  Hayes; Stan (Fabian) Parmisano;   
For our sisters and brothers in Iraq; 
For the Brothers & Novices in formation at St. Albert's  
      Priory in Oakland and St. Dominic’s in San Francisco; 
For all who are confined to neglectful nursing facilities; 
For all who have been listed on our chapter prayer lines; 
For our Dominican sisters and brothers in formation and for   
      vocations to all branches of the Order;  
For the ministries and jobs of our Lay Dominican sisters and 
      brothers; 
For an end to all crimes against the culture of life and human 
      dignity; 
For courage and enthusiasm for those called to serve in  
      mission lands; 
For peace in the world, end to tyranny and genocide; 
For all who are in our prisons, especially those on death row
      and those who are actually wrongly imprisoned. 
For the success of the Western LPC meeting June 
20-22 

Jubilee Prayer         
 

God of Mercy, In your eternal    Wisdom, you 
called your servant Dominic to set off on a 

journey of faith as itinerant pilgrim and 
preacher of grace. With your Word of gentle 

Truth in his heart and on his lips, Dominic in-
vited the first sisters and brothers to join him 

in a life of contemplative obedience in the 
service of the holy preaching.  

 
As we commemorate this Jubilee, we ask you 
to breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ once 
again into our hearts and minds. Re-create us, 
so that we might faithfully and joy-
fully proclaim the gospel of peace, 
through the same Christ, our Lord.  
                                                 
     Amen.  
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Joyce Calagos, OPL, Promoter of Peace, Justice, Care of Creation 

     This is my last CIW! report as your Provincial Lay Promoter for Justice, Peace and Care of Creation. It 
has been a blessing to serve as your JPCC Promoter. Over these past six years I have tried to explain what 
social justice is, to cover some of the history of justice and peace in the Dominican Order from 1216 to 
2001, to promote the priorities of the North American Dominican Promoters for JPCC, to communicate the 
action alerts both from our North American Dominican JPCC promoters as well as our International Domini-
can Commission for Justice and Peace, and to share a number of the social justice activities that members 
of our Western Dominican Laity have been involved in during 2007. 
     I’d like to publicly thank our LPC president, Karen Woods, OPL, for the wonderful help she has been to 
me in order that I could better fulfill my commitment as your very first JPCC Promoter. My appreciation also 
goes to the chapter Social Justice contacts who forwarded JPCC monthly updates to their chapter mem-
bers. A big “Thank you” also goes to those who acted in communion with our entire Dominican Family as 
we pursue social justice and peace. Remember that justice and peace is one of our four Dominican priori-
ties and is contained in our Dominican promises. 
     Following is the last chapter report on social justice activities submitted by Gloria Walker, O.P.L. (St. Jo-
seph’s Chapter). Gloria Walker is a board member of COR (Congregations Organizing for Renewal) which 
is based in Alameda County, California. COR is part of the PICO Network (People in Community Organiza-
tions). PICO is a national network of community organizations, working in 150 cities and towns and in sev-
enteen states. 
     As a member of COR, Gloria has traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with congressmen for the promo-
tion of health insurance for all children and for affordable housing. She also went to Kansas City, MO, for 
PICO national networking for affordable health insurance (SCHIP) program. She worked on a town hall ac-
tion for June 2007 to move on S 1224, which included 1 million dollars in healthcare for California.  
     She met with Maryknoll community forums covering immigration issues, human trafficking, global econ-
omy and the Catholic Church in China. 

     Gloria was nominated to be the person to create retreats for her local organizing 
committee (LOC) in order to stay on track with being a faith based organization.  She 
also took part in a training session on spirituality and peaceful negotiation put on by the 
Franciscans. She reports that the Franciscans have some good material which seems 
to follow the format of what used to be called RENEW and the Small Christian Commu-
nities, but with a twist towards social justice. 
     You can log on to http://www.piconetwork.org/news.html?
affiliate=congregations_organizing_for_renewal_cor to read how COR has been work-
ing to take a comprehensive approach to reduce teen violence in Union City, CA, and 
about COR holding the first citizenship drive in Hayward, CA. COR assisted eligible 
residents in initiating the process to become citizens.  
     Keep up your good work with COR and PICO, Gloria! 

     If you are interested in joining a community organization in your area, check out PICO Network, www.
piconetwork.org, phone: 510 655 2801; Industrial Arias Foundation, http://www.industrialareasfoundation.
org/, phone: 312 245 9211; Gamaliel, www.gamaliel.org, phone: 888 812 5831 (toll free); or, Direct Action 
and Research raining Center, www.thedartcenter.org, phone: 305 576 8020.  
 
Lastly, you may be happy to know that our General Co-Promoter for JPCC, Sister Toni Harris, O.P., 
said that North America is the only continent that she knows of where the Dominican Laity are ac-
tive in justice and peace issues. So, kindly help your next Provincial Lay JPCC Promoter continue 
on with our Dominican Family’s efforts on behalf of justice and peace. 
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Maryanne Thacker, OPL, Promoter of Formation 
 

Dear Dominican sisters and brothers, 
 
     It has been a privilege and an in-
spiration to serve with you all as the 
Promoter of Formation.  Once again, 
I thank you for your prayerful dedica-
tion to Dominican Formation.  Thank 
you for the extraordinary wisdom you 

have shared with me and so many others these 
past five years. 
     We often hear the old cliché that once you’ve 
met one Dominican, you’ve met ONE Domini-
can.  I would like to go on to say that once 
you’ve met one Dominican you’ve met EVERY 
Dominican.  Even though there certainly are 
many unique characters amongst us, every one 
of us has been called to walk the same Domini-
can path to Truth. We all have the same quest, 
the same mission. 
     Because we throw ourselves wholeheartedly 
into the mission of the Dominican Family, it is so 
easy to get caught up in the details and chal-
lenges of chapter life.  However, let us continue 
to focus on the big picture.  Our mission, as 
preachers following Dominic, is to listen, to let 
God transform us, and then to bring that God to 
those around us.  As we walk this beautiful Do-
minican path to Truth, we bring God to others.  
Carry on, brothers and sisters.  Together we are 
helping to make the world a better place. 
     I continue to pray with and for you always.   
 
Gratefully, 
Maryanne Thacker 
 
 
     �
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ! � � � � 	 � � �� � ! � � � � � � �
One way that we preach 

 
By Marge Lane, OPL 

(Mary Mother of Truth Chaper) 
 

     I had the privilege and opportunity to share in the 
journey with my best friend who was suffering from 
lung cancer.  I made a commitment to assist her 
through this difficult time but not step in the way of 
her children’s path.  She had five adult children each 
attempting to cope with the severity of her situation. 
     Her children were having difficulty dealing with 
the diagnosis and asked Jen to try everything she 
could to extend her time.  Each child dealt with her 
illness in various ways.   As time went on, each child 
managed to share the gift of time and themselves 
by helping in various ways — fixing up the yard, 
sorting clothes, cleaning out the garage and most of 
all supporting her each time she returned to the hos-
pital.  They were able to share memories and laugh 
along the way. 
     Jen accepted her illness with beauty and grace,  
having tried several medical treatments of which, 
unfortunately, none appeared to work.  Each step 
forward to help shrink the tumors caused many 
complications.   
     Early on in the journey she told me, “I know that I 
am dying but I just don’t feel like it.  I just want to 
live each day to the fullest.  I want to laugh.  And 
spend time with my family.” 
     My connection to Jen was supporting her spiritu-
ality.  Early on in our friendship we worked and went 
to church together.  We shared in family activities 
and events together.  Jen enjoyed reading Scripture 
early in the morning and meditating on the Word.  
During some difficult times we talked about being 
present and did not let disturbances distract her 
from her journey.    
     During one of our trips to the doctor she was 
tearful and expressed feelings about a stressful 
situation.  So I told her about a book I recently read 
taken from the notes of Henri Nouwen.  Spiritual Di-
rection, Wisdom for the long walk of faith. written by 
Michael J. Christensen and Rebecca J. Laird.  One 
particular chapter reflected on the Gospel of Luke. 
Chapter 3 brought new meaning to her spiritual jour-
ney.  “You are my Beloved. On you my favor rests.”  
When Jen was experiencing a very stressful event, I 
would share the thoughts from that page.  You are 
the Beloved of God.  You are God’s Beloved.  We 

HAVE YOU HEARD? 
 
     http://word.op.org/ 
 
a daily dose of Dominican preaching 
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shared the importance of experiencing the pres-
ence of God.  Within five minutes she would expe-
rience a peaceful calm, nothing else seemed to 
matter. 
     All of us were able to laugh, cry and tap into 
many beautiful memories of her life.  Jen contin-
ued to be present to each relationship in very 
unique ways.  Through her deep faith and love of 
family she managed to walk a very special path.   
     Eventually her children came to understand the 
severity of her illness and knew that she would not 
make it very long.  Each was able to share their 
own gifts of time and of themselves and came to 
an understanding that their mother was dying.  In 
the end they were able to let her go, all were by 
her side supporting her when she died. 
     Jen shared her gifts of compassion, love of 
family, and of life.  She looked forward to seeing 
her grandchildren blossom.  The gift she shared 
with us was her deep spirituality and how she man-
aged to stay focused during the most difficult 
times.  Jen was taken from us too soon. 
     We shared the gift of friendship, support and a 
deep sense of spirituality.  Our journey brought us 
closer to God.  She taught me how to live in the 
presence of God and to make each day count. 
 
Prayer:  Oh Lord God I pray that all will be graced 
with the bond of love.  That will be passed on to 
each family member throughout eternity.  Help us 
continue to learn the lessons of life set before us 
and to share those lessons with one another.  Help 
us to appreciate family and friends and find the 
time to let each one know how truly special they 
are to us.  Help us to stay focused on what is truly 
important while we continue to share our gifts.  
Amen 
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     The lives of Palestinians, especially Christians, 
in the Bethlehem and Jerusalem areas are se-
verely disrupted. They are kept prisoners in their 
homes or villages. They are unable to work and 
provide the basic necessities of life for their fami-
lies. These daily events are not only destroying 

lives and property and hope, but they are crippling 
"human hearts and their capacity to love." It is es-
sential that the world recognize the plight of both 
peoples caught up in this conflict, but the need is 
far greater among Palestinians, especially Pales-
tinian Christians.  Truly, they are among the most  
neglected.  They represent less than 5% of the 
population of the Holy Land
      
 
     During the Dominican 
Jubilee 2008 we can send 
a message of solidarity and 
hope. Some families in the 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem 
areas make olive wood 
rosaries for sale. We can 
help them sell their work. 
We ask for a donation of € 2 (two Euro) or $2 (two 
dollars) for every rosary ordered. This covers the 
cost of making and mailing the beads. All the 
money donated will go directly to the rosary mak-
ers, who are all friends of the Dominicans there. 
 
     The Dominican Family circulated approximately 
250,000 rosaries around the world.  This Rosary 
Project continues and hopes to expand through 
your support. Can you think of ways to spread this 
worthy project among your friends and be a source 
of solidarity for our Palestinian Christian sisters 
and brothers?        

 
For further information and orders please con-

tact: DSI - Dominican Sisters International 
     (dsi@curia.op.org) and visit the page www.

dsiop.org (Justice and Peace section) 
�
�

� *� � *� � +�%, �- . � 
 / +� �&( 0�&' ' ( � �
Pope Benedict XVI Visits United Nations 
By sr Eileen Gannon, OP, NGO/UN 
 
     An overflow crowd filled the General Assembly 
as Pope Benedict XVI stressed the United Nations© 
major role in seeking a better world as he high-
lighted, the need to protect human rights, ensure 
development, security and reduce local and global 
inequalities. “The promotion of human rights re-
mains the most effective strategy for eliminating 
inequalities between countries and social groups, 
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and for increasing security,” he 
told the 192-member body in a 
half-hour speech that was 
greeted with a standing ova-
tion.  
“This is all the more necessary 
at a time when we experience 
the obvious paradox of a multi-
lateral consensus that contin-

ues to be in crisis because it is still subordinated to 
the decisions of a few, whereas the world©s prob-
lems call for interventions in the form of collective 
action by the international community,” he said. He 
praised the recent explicit inclusion of the responsi-
bility to protect people from crimes against humanity 
such as genocide, war crimes and ethnic cleansing. 
     This, I believe, is very significant as well as con-
troversial. the pontiff©s inclusion of this concept in his 
address to the global community raises the issue 
and will promote further discussion and debate.  
“If States are unable to guarantee such protection, 
the international community must intervene with ju-
ridical means provided by the United Nations Char-
ter and in other international instruments,” he said. 
“The action of the international community and its 
institutions, provided that it respects the principles 
under girding the international order, should never 
be interpreted as an unwarranted imposition or a 
limitation of sovereignty. On the contrary, it is indif-
ference or failure to intervene that do the real dam-
age,” he added, calling for a deeper search of ways 
to pre-empt conflicts.  

From www.DomLife.org 
http://domlife.org/DLC/NGO_UN/Briefing.html 
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VISIT TO GROUND ZERO 
PRAYER OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI 

Ground Zero, New York 
Sunday, 20 April 2008 
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(Continued on page 10) 
Pope Benedict at Ground Zero 
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Mr. Vice-President, 
Distinguished Civil Authorities, 
My Brother Bishops, 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
The time has come for me to bid farewell to your 
country. These days that I have spent in the United 
States have been blessed with many memorable 
experiences of American hospitality, and I wish to 
express my deep appreciation to all of you for your 
kind welcome. It has been a joy for me to witness 
the faith and devotion of the Catholic community 
here. It was heart-warming to spend time with lead-
ers and representatives of other Christian commu-
nities and other religions, and I renew my assur-
ances of respect and esteem to all of you. I am 
grateful to President Bush for kindly coming to 
greet me at the start of my visit, and I thank Vice-
President Cheney for his presence here as I de-
part. The civic authorities, workers and volunteers 
in Washington and New York have given gener-
ously of their time and resources in order to ensure 
the smooth progress of my visit at every stage, and 

for this I express my profound thanks and appre-
ciation to Mayor Adrian Fenty of Washington and 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York. 
 
Once again I offer prayerful good wishes to the 
representatives of the see of Baltimore, the first 
Archdiocese, and those of New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia and Louisville, in this jubilee year. May 
the Lord continue to bless you in the years ahead. 
To all my Brother Bishops, to Bishop DiMarzio of 
this Diocese of Brooklyn, and to the officers and 
staff of the Episcopal Conference who have con-
tributed in so many ways to the preparation of this 
visit, I extend my renewed gratitude for their hard 
work and dedication. With great affection I greet 
once more the priests and religious, the deacons, 
the seminarians and young people, and all the 
faithful in the United States, and I encourage you 
to continue bearing joyful witness to Christ our 
Hope, our Risen Lord and Savior, who makes all 
things new and gives us life in abundance.  
 
One of the high-points of my visit was the opportu-
nity to address the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, and I thank Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon for his kind invitation and welcome. Looking 
back over the sixty years that have passed since 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, I give 
thanks for all that the Organization has been able 
to achieve in defending and promoting the funda-
mental rights of every man, woman and child 
throughout the world, and I encourage people of 
good will everywhere to continue working tirelessly 
to promote justice and peaceful co-existence be-
tween peoples and nations. 
 
My visit this morning to Ground Zero will remain 
firmly etched in my memory, as I continue to pray 
for those who died and for all who suffer in conse-
quence of the tragedy that occurred there in 2001. 
For all the people of America, and indeed through-
out the world, I pray that the future will bring in-
creased fraternity and solidarity, a growth in mutual 
respect, and a renewed trust and confidence in 
God, our heavenly Father.  
With these words, I take my leave, I ask you to re-
member me in your prayers, and I assure you of 
my affection and friendship in the Lord. May God 
bless America!  
 

�  Copyright 2008 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2008/ 
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Holy Rosary Chapter (Portland):   We held our an-
nual retreat from 4-18 to 4-20-08 at Our Lady of 
Peace Retreat in Beaverton, OR. Fr. Bruce Blank-
enhorn, O.P. was retreat master and explored Do-
minican Spirituality with us. He spoke of the four pil-
lars of Dominican Spirituality: prayer, study, preach-
ing and community life and how these are inte-
grated into the Dominican way of life. He also 
brought in parts of St. Dominic©s nine forms of 
prayer. Members of the Holy Family Chapter and 
Our Lady of the Mountain chapter from Ashland, 
OR. also attended.  
     We will be participating in a Dominican Rite 
Mass at Holy Rosary for the Feast of St. Catherine 
of Siena on April 29.  
     Sandy Miller is now leading Ongoing Formation 
where we are continuing with Deus Caritas Est 
(God Is Love/) by Pope Benedict XVI, The Dialogue 
of St. Catherine of Siena, and small excerpts of the 
section on Prayer from The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church for contemplation in between meet-
ings.  
     Plans are still in the works for a spaghetti dinner 
in the fall. Mary Fazio is organizing this effort and 
has contacted Leonardo Defilippis, Catholic fil-
maker, director and actor to present one of his 
plays. He is currently doing a one man drama 
based on the life of St. Augustine. The dinner may 
also include a special musical presentation. We are 
also beginning planning for a picnic in July in place 
of our regular meeting.  
 
St. Mary Magdalene Chapter (Tempe):  The chap-
ter enjoyed their annual retreat in Flagstaff, AZ, at 
the Catholic Community Center.  The theme was 
hope, and the reflections stemmed from Pope 
Benedict XVI’s encyclical Spe Salvi. It was a relax-
ing, enriching time spent in community, with our Re-
ligious Assistant, fr James Thompson, facilitating.  
     The chapter sponsored an event on April 6 at the 
Newman Center, bringing Turkish Muslims to the 
Center to share “Noah’s Pudding” and dialogue. 
     Plans are now being made for our summer op-
tional meetings:  Margaret Warner’s sharing her 

service trip to Honduras;  or perhaps continuing the 
Noah’s Pudding dialogue.  We’ll celebrate our     
patronal feast in July and St. Dominic in August. 
 
St. Dominic Chapter:   Together with the Queen of  
Angels Chapter, held their annual day of Reception 
and Profession jointly on Saturday, April 26th, at St. 
Dominic©s Church in Eagle Rock. A reception for all 
followed in the parish hall. 
     St. Dominic©s Chapter will hold a retreat on Sat-
urday, May 17th, at Flintridge Sacred Heart Acad-
emy in Flintridge/La Canada from 9:00am to 
4:30pm 
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     When the Order published the document about 
working on the frontiers, I had no idea what the  
frontier was.  We think frontier is a line, but it is not.  
Frontier is the possibility to be outside without ever 
leaving the house and to be at home being outside.  
It is something like communicating vessels.  A Fron-
tier is not a separating line, but a space — the only 
space — in which we share our lives with others.    
It is a space in which we could experience what the 
other lives in his home and, at the same time, feeling 
as if it was my own home.  For me a frontier is, first 
of all, to find my home in places that are not my 
home. 
     When, after becoming a Dominican friar, I arrived 
in Paris in 1969, I asked the provincial permission to 
live outside the priory.  I went to live in a house 
which was occupied by people who did not knowwho 
I was; neither [did] I really know who I am, and I am 
discovering this little by little.  Many of them were 
drug addicts.  There were from three to fifteen of us; 
there was no key, and the door was always open.  
One could enter and leave freely.  It was a frontier 
experience: to be in the world of drugs without using 
drugs.  

—fr Pedro Meca 
from IDI #461, pg. 115 

 

It would be so nice to have more reports for 
“Around the Chapters.”  Surely, other chapters 
are doing interesting things.  Surely, other chap-
ters would like to share themselves with the 
province...   
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 The 4th ANNUAL OPRIZE FOR POETRY  
is nearing its closing date! 

This is the first "open" competition,  
meaning that there is no specific theme.  

Dominicans preach the Gospel  
with their poetry! 

Entry Details 
¨ Any number of poems may be submitted. 
¨ Each submission should be accompanied by a 

$10 entry fee (covers production of the chap-
book and mailing) 

¨ Each submission should have a card attached to 
it with the poet©s name, address, telephone num-
ber, email address and affiliation (province, con-
gregation, etc.) 

¨ Do not submit prayers. Poetry is reflection with 
meter, metaphor, and meaning. 

Entry Dates: JANUARY 1, 2008 to JUNE 30, 2008. 
Send to: OPrize for Poetry  

PO Box 6331 
Chandler, AZ 85246 

For additional information, go to www.oprize.com 
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    On June 20-22, the Lay Provincial Council (LPC) 
of the Western Province will convene in Oakland, at 
St. Albert’s Priory.   
    The agenda will include addresses by 
frs Emmerich Vogt, Prior Provincial, and 
Vincent Serpa, Provincial Promoter.  Items 
of business will include elections of presi-
dent and treasurer, approval of the revised 
Particular Directory for our province, re-
view and adoption of a new translation of 
The Rule, review of the General Declara-
tions and Acts of Congress 2007; a report of the 
meeting of the Dominican Laity InterProvincial 
Council (DLIPC), and the chapter reports (city 
names A-O this year). 
    All chapter members should involve themselves 
to the extent that they read the documents of Con-
gress 2007 and give feedback to their chapter rep-
resentatives.  It is also in their interest to familiarize 
themselves with the eligible participants who will be 
asked to stand for office. 
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